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The Population Association of Pakistan in collaboration with the Population Welfare Department,
Government of Punjab and the Pathfinder International successfully organized seminar titled “Family
Planning as a Human Right: Recent Programmatic Developments and the Best Practices” on
Wednesday, 11th November 2020 from 9:30 am to 2:00 pm at Emerald hall, Faletti’s Hotel, 24- Egerton
Road, Lahore. The seminar was hybrid style due to pandemic COVID-19. The seminar was consisted on
three sessions to address and highlight the objectives mentioned below:

• Right based approach to family planning in the light of Supreme Court’s directions;
• Unmet need for family planning
• How to initiate pre-marital counselling at community level

After recitation of the Holy Quran, the President PAP Prof. Dr. Mohammad Nizamuddin (S.I.) welcomed
the in-person and online participants of the seminar and apprised the aims and objectives of this
important seminar.

Col (R) Sardar Hashim Dogar, Minister for PWD, Government of Punjab graced the occasion as chief
guest while Dr. Attiya Inayatullah, Chairperson, Rahnuma Group of Pakistan/ former Federal Minister M/o
Population Welfare as guest of honor.

Mr. Ali Bahadur Qazi, Secretary, PWD Government of Punjab also shared his addressed at the occasion.

Mr. Muhammad Maalik Bhulla, Director General PWD, Punjab, concluding remarks and wrap up of the
seminar

The following speakers delivered the meticulous presentations at the occasion followed by the question
and answer session:

• Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Khan, Sr. Advisor PI “Family planning as a human right: FP program in
Pakistan and recent developments”

• Dr. Tabinda Sarosh, Country Director, PI, “Naya Qadam initiative: lessons learnt and best
practices”

• Mr. Minhaj ul Haque, Secretary General, PAP, “How to handle unmet need for family planning in
Punjab province”

• Mr. Shahid Nusrat, Additional Secretary Technical, PWD, Punjab ” Updates on FP program in Punjab”

Moreover, experts and donors’ perspective was also an important part of the seminar. Ms Shanaz Wazir
Ali, President SZABST/ former President PAP, Dr. Yasmin Sabih Qazi, Packard Foundation and Ms Rahal
Saeed, Dr. Shaikh Tanveer Ahmed, Chief Executive HANDS, shared their intellectual input at the



occasion. While Dr. Tauseef Ahmed, Executive Council Member, PAP shed a light on “Reviewing
performance of public sector and PWD Punjab 2018 – 2020.

The detailed report of the activity will be shared by PAP after in consultation with PI.

Participation:
More than 70 persons from various national and international organization, academia, government
officials, DPWOs attended the seminar via (zoom + in person) like UNFPA, HANDS, MSS, Packard
Foundation, PAP, PI, IFO, Academia, etc.
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