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~ ‘Declare
emergency over
population
growth’

" PHEC chairman Says census
2017 highlights critical issues

Our correspondent would hold National Popula-
LAHORE: tion Research Conference
from December 20 to discuss
PUNJAB Higher Education issues related to population
Commission (PHEC) Chair- growth and human resource |
man Prof Dr Muhammad development, he announced.
Nizam-ud-Din here stressed He said the onus of con-
the need to impose emer- trolling population growth
gency in the country over could not be on the govern-
population growth. ment alone, rather it was a
Prof Nizam, who is also shared responsibility. “I be-
President of Population As- lieve that universities and
sociation of Pakistan (PAP), non-government organisa-
was addressing a press con: tions have a bigger role in |
ference at Government Col- creating awareness,” he said.
lege University (GCU) to He proposed that Population
launch the objectives of the Welfare Studies Center
18th National Population Re- should be established in all
search Conference (NPRC). universities. He said average
“The Population Census rate of population in Pak-
2017 highlighted critical is- istan was 2.4. It was less
sues that have far-reaching than 2.0 in cities that meant
implications for the develop- that NGOs or government'’s
ment of Pakistan. Unprece- population control - pro-
dented population growth gramme were not reaching
rates, emerging urban poles, the rural areas.
youth bulge and a growing Government College Uni-
elderly population are some versity Vice-Chancellor Prof
of the many challenges that Dr Hassan Amir Shah said
our country faces today”, he population growth should be
said. handled proactively rather
“If the current pattern of reactively.
fertility continues, then on  He suggested that popula-
the 100th independence day tion studies should be 2 part
of Pakistan, our population of curricula at all levels of
will estimated to be around education, University of Ed-
390 million,” he added. We" ucation Vice-Chancellor Prof

need to start concerted ef-
forts at federal and provin-
cial levels in order to ad-
dress these issues, he said.
Government College Uni-
versity, PHEC and PAP

Rauf-e-Azam said population
control was a sensitive issue
for which we needed to take
all the stakeholders on
board to suggest pragmatic
solutions.
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Academics list steps to
check population growth

OUR STAFF REPORTER
LAHORE

Punjab Higher Education Commission
Chairman Prof Dr Muhammad Nizamud-

. din has said there is a need for imposing

__ an emergency in the country on popula-

tion growth and investment in human re- -

source development.
“The 2017 Population Census has
brought critical issues to the forefront that

has far-reaching implications for the de-

velopment of Pakistan. Unprecedented
growth rates, emerging urban poles,
youth bulge and a growing elderly pop-
ulation are some of the many challenges
that our country faces today,” said Prof
Nizam while addressing a press confer-
‘ence at the Government College Univer-
sity Lahore. Objectives of the 18th Na-
tional Population Research Conference
were floated on this occasion,

“If the current pattern of fertility con-
tinues, then on the 100th birthday of
Pakistan, our population is estimated to
be around 390 million. We require mak-
ing concerted efforts now on the federal
and the provincial levels in order to ad-
dress these issues in a timely manner” said

on Prof Nizam who is also president of the

7= Population Association of Pakistan (PAP).
Prof Nizam revealed that the GCU, PHEC

and PAP were holding the Population Re-
search Conference from December 20,

2017 where all stakeholders were con-

vened at one platform to deliberate upon

allissues related to population growth and

human resource development.

The PAP president said the onus of pop-
ulation growth could not be‘put on'the gov-
ernment alone; it is rather shared. “And, I
believe that universities and non-govern-
ment organisations have a bigger role in
creating awareness,” he added. He proposed
to establish the Population Welfare Stud-
ies Centre in all universities, saying that GCU
must take lead in this regard.

The PHEC chairman said that average
population growth rate of Pakistan was 2.4
but it was less than 2 in cities which meant
that NGOs or government’s population
control programme were not reaching the
rural areas. _ ;

GCU Vice Chancellor Prof Dr Hassan
Amir Shah said that population growth
should be handled proactively rather re-
actively. “We know that our population is
estimated to be around 400 million in
next 30 years, so we have to start taking
concerted steps now on all levels instead
of taking reactive measures later” he added.
He also proposed that population studies
should be part of curricula at all levels of
education.

University of Education Vice Chancel-
lor Prof Rauf-e-Azam said that popula- -
tion control is a sensitive issue for which |
we need to take all stakeholders on
board to suggest pragmatic solutions.
“This conference by PAP is a right step in
aright direction and its proceeding will
be sent to the government and policy
makers for developing a future-
roadmap,” he concluded.

Bargad Executive Director Sabiha Sha- .
heen believed that they could not control |
population growth rather initiatives must
be taken to manage it now. “There s a huge
youth bulge in the country which should be *
managed so that they could play an effec-
tive role for the development of the coun-
try instead of becoming burden on the
economy,” she added, She also laid stress
on cultivating entrepreneurial mindset °
among youth. :

GCU Political Science Department Chair-
man Prof Dr Khalid Manzoor Butt said that
many models were available for population

- control such as Chinese and Malaysian

models but there was a lack of political will
in the country.

He said there were pressure groups,
which don’t allow the government to in-
troduce radical reforms in this direction,

Eminent historian Prof Dr Tahir Kamran
also spoke at the press conference,
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Pakistan’s population to be 395
million in 2047: PHEC chairman

. Staff Report

LAHORE: Punjab Higher Education
_Commission Chairman Dr
—amuddin said that the country’s
« -pulation would cross the 395 million

mark by 2047.
While addressing a press confer-
ence  at  Government College

University (GCU) along with GCU
. Vice Chancellor Dr Hassan Ameer
Shah, University of Education VC Dr
Rauf i Azam and Sabiha Shaheen of
Bargad: Organisation, Dr Nizam said
that the 2017 census had revealed that
the country’s population was growing
at 2.4 percent and not 1.6.

He said that to counter different
aspects regarding population and
human resource a conference is being
organized at GCU titled Population

Growth and Investing in Human
Resource Development which will
focus on the management of Human
Resource as per the population
increase. He said that after 2047 there
will be huge youth population in coun-
try but there will be no jobs.

~“Therefore there is dire need to
invest in Human Resource sector if we
want to fulfill the needs of increasing
population,” he said. He said that
research process was carried out by the
academia in the world. “In our country,
this is done by government institil-
tions,” he said. ~

“We have a history of population
influencing politics since mid 1960s,
but now we need to put some urgent
efforts on still growing population, I
mean how to respond to the unprece-
dented growth rates in the region, the

emerging urban poles, lack of migra-
tion policies, youth bulge and changing
sex ratios,” he said.

He said that the conference would
discuss deficiencies in addressing fam-
ily planning goals and highlight what
was required to fulfill international
commitments, “Our population wel-
fare programme has been devolved to
provinces,” he said, adding that issues
including investment in youth-skills to
increase human capital will be dis-.
cussed in the conference.

“If the current pattern of fertility
continues, then on the 100th birthday
of Pakistan, our population will be
around 390 million. We require taking
concerted efforts now on the federal
and the provincial levels in order to
address these issues in a timely man-
ner,” he said. i
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l! 'LAHORE: The Chairman of Punjab Higher Education Commission (PHEC) Prof Dr Muhammad

Nizamuddin addressing a Press Conference with GCU Vice Chancellor (VC) Prof Dr Hassan

Amir Shah and The VC of University of Education Prof Rauf-e-Azam.

‘Call to impose emergency
on population growth

By Our Staff Reporter

LAHORE: The Chairman of
Punjab Higher Education Com-
mission (PHEC) Prof . Dt
Muhammad Nizamuddin on
‘Maonday has said that theresvasa -

//’: for imposing an emergency
1l “we country on population
growth and investment in human
resource development.

Addressing a press conference
at the Government College Uni-
versity (GCU) Lahore, aimed
launching the objectives of the
18th National Population Re-
search Conference.

The 2017 Population Census
‘has brought critical issues to the
forefront that has far-reaching

implications for the development

of Pakistan, chairman added.
Unprecedented growth rates,

emerging urban poles, youth
bulge and a growing eldetly pop-
ulation are some of the many
challenges that our country faces
today, he stated. ot ol

"The_Chairman revgaled that
the GCU; PHEC-and Population
Association of Pakistan (PAP)
were holding the Population Re-
scarch Conference where all
stakeholders were convened at
one platform to deliberate upon
all issues related to population
growth and human resource de-
velopment.

He further said that the onus of
population growth could not put
on the government alone, rather
is shared.

I believe that universities and
Non-Government Organizations
(NGOs) have a bigger role in cre-
ating awareness,” he added.

The PHEC Chairman also said
that average population growth
rate of Pakistan was 2.4 but it
was less than 2 in cities which

‘meant that NGOs or govern-__

ment’s population control pro-

The VC of University of Edu-
cation Prof Rauf-c-Azam said
that population control was a
sensitive issue for which we need

to_take all the stakeholders on

board to suggest pragmatic solu-

gram were notreaching the rurat “hions. This conference by PAP was

arcas,

The GCU Vice Chancellor

(VC) Prof Dr Hassan Amir Shah-

said that population . growth
should be handled proactively
rather reactively. i

“We know that our population
is estimated to be around 400
million in next 30 years, so we
have to start taking concerted
steps now on all levels instead of

taking reactive measures later,” -

he added. He also proposed that
population studies should be part
of curricula at all levels of edu-
cation,

aright step in a right direction and

its proceeding will be sent to the
government and policy makers for

-developing a future roadmap,” he

concluded.
PR increases date of
accredited journalist cards

" The Pakistan Railways (PR) has |
increased the date of discounted |

cards for journalists by 3 1st Janu-
ary 2018, The new cards will be
issue to the accredited journalist in
January, while PR was giving 80%
discount to the journalists and 50
% to their wife’s on all profes-
sional and personal tours.
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